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Protestant Action 

Protestants are at last organiz- 
ing to counter-balance the 
enormous increase of Catholic in- 
fluence and control of American 
public affairs. An organization 
called the “Protestants and other 
Americans for the Separation of 
Church and State” has been set 
up by distinguished Protestant 
clergymen and educators, such as 
Dr. J. A. Mackay of Princeton, Dr. 
E. A. Poteat of Colgate Rochester, 
Bishop Oxnam of the Methodist 
Church and others. This group 
has set as its first objective the 
withdrawal of the American Am- 
bassador Taylor from the Vatican, 
and will seek to block further 
effort of the Catholic Church to 
secure public funds for the main- 
tenance and assistance of paro- 
chial schools. Catholic spokes- 
men are charging that this group 
is organized to promote “bigotry 
and intolerance.” 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM The 
Roman Catholic crusade to smear 
any Protestant voice as Com- 
munist who dares to tell the truth 
about Catholic dominated 
countries continues at high tide. 

The real threat to religious free- 
dom in Europe, states Methodist 
Bishop Paul N. Garber of Geneva, 
Switzerland, now visiting in this 
country, is not so much from 
communism as from the spread 
of such reactionary political re- 
gimes as Franco’s in Spain ‘“wnere 
Protestantism is not granted 
religious freedom.” 

Bishop Garber for three years 
has supervised the Methodist 
activities in tweive Eurépean 
countries, seven of which are be- 
hind the “iron curtain.” He re- 
ports that “there has been no 
interference with our Methodist 
work” in these seven Russian- 
dominated areas. And the N. Y. 
Times recently reported that the 
Polish government, emphasizing 
its determination to abolish the 
Roman Catholic Church’s place of 
domination has repealed a series 
of old laws restricting the activi- 
ties of other religious sects. 
European Protestant leaders hail 
this new freedom, while Catholic 
leaders report is it as “widespread 
persecution of Christianity.” 

(continued on next page) 


AR-MAKERS The military say that there will always be 
war because war is a part of human nature. No viewpoint 
is more contrary to history. If you should tabulate the number 


of wars resulting from a natural instinctive uprising of resent- 
ment and hatred on the part of one people against another, during 
the past thousand years—and compare these with the number of 
wars during the same period that were stirred up by kings, em- 
perors, priests, popes, prime ministers, industrial-financiers and 
dictators, who created war by an endless din of propaganda,—- 
you would have the answer in overwhelming terms. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 

GIGANTIC WHISPERING CAMPAIGN is now on in 

support of Universal Military Training, declaring that war 
with Russia is inevitable,—that it will be coming as soon as 
Russia has the A-bomb, maybe sooner. 

War between the people of Russia and the people of America 
is not inevitable—except as the politicians and economic leader- 
ship of both countries make it so. Proof of this can be found 
in the fact that while the official propaganda from both Moscow 
and Washington hammer continually at their respective peoples 
concerning the differences in their ideologies and the unsurmount- 
able barriers between the Soviet-dominated world of eastern Eu- 
rope and the western democracies . . . the utter impenetrability of 
the “‘iron curtain,’’—the truth is that the “‘iron curtain’”’ is being 
penetrated right now all along the line by two-way trade which 
has risen to the annual volume of $1,400,000,000—or almost a 
third of the pre-war normal and it is increasing rapidly. 

This trade traffic moves under 71 bi-lateral agreements 
signed since VE day by most governments of eastern and western 
Europe including the American, British and French zones in Ger- 
many. This flow of trade between eastern and western Europe 
has become such a deep channel by centuries of use that it is in 
itself almost a natural process by now and men cannot dam it up 
anymore than they can dam up a mighty river. This ancient 
traffic is resuming itself as quickly as there is surplus output on 
both sides. Broadly, eastern Europe produces food and raw 
materials, while western Europe produces manufactured goods,— 
thus the two sections are complementary and interdependent. 

THE OVERWHELMING EVIDENCE that the people on 
both sides of the east-west barrier are trying very hard to go ahead 
with the reconstruction of normal life and trade, in spite of the 
labels that have been plastered over them, brings forth the ques- 
tion—what is the crux of the conflict between the U. S. and 
Russia? It is this,—the countries of much of Europe and the 
Near-East have long been under the tyrannies of old feudal sys- 
tems where a few very rich families have owned almost everything 
and the masses have lived in comparative poverty and political 
subjugation. These peoples are now stirring to new life through 
the tremendous shaking up the war brought to all the life of the 
world. The Communists are determined to seize the opportunity 
this unstable situation presents for the expansion of their ideologies 
and the establishment of either absolute Soviets or at least semt- 
Socialist states that would work in harmony with Russia. 


Capitalist America is equally determined that this expansion 
be prevented at all costs and to do so we ‘have been and still are 
(continued on next page) 


Medical Reform 


A long over-due reformation is 
beginning to move through Amer- 
ican medical practice. Although 
a large percentage of American 
doctors are skillfyl, sincere prac- 
titioners of healing, their Ameri- 
can Medical Association has for 
years fought almost every pro- 
gressive move to bring higher 
community responsibility and more 
uniform health services to the 
country. As a result, the AMA’s 
policy has been making inevitable 
the coming of some form of 
Government regulated and Gov- 
ernment backed medical service 

. . With all the questionable bene- 
fits such forms of “socialized” 
medicine would bring. The basic 
philosophy of the AMA has been 
“each man for himself’? with the 
general moral code of practice 
resting almost entirely upon the 
character of the individual doc- 
tor. There has also been the 
widespread publicity—much of it 
through advertising by manufac- 
turers of medical supplies who 
were seeking the doctors’ favor-—- 
which has built up the legend that 
“the doctor always knows best” 
... that when a patient dies while 
under the doctor’s care “all has 
been done that was humanly pos- 
sible.” But a good many authen- 
tic reports have badly derted this 
picture of medical practice in 
America. The Woman’s Home 
Companion ran a report recently 
revealing that an alarmingly high 
percentage of operations per- 
formed by supposedly reputable 
physicians were entirely unneces- 
sary and that thousands of such 
operations were nothing more than 
the most vicious kind of financial 
exploitation. Not only the Wom- 
an’s Home Companion but other 
reports have charged that thou- 
sands of patients die every year 
from the effects of wrong diag- 
nosis, neglect and mal-practice. 
Also, thousands of doctors prac- 
tice fee-splitting with specialists 
and laboratories to the extent that 
even the American Medical Asso- 
ciation recently urged the medical 
profession to eliminate doctors 
who accept rebates, kickbacks 
and commissions. The Journal of 

(continued on next page) 





Protestant Action 


(continued) 





The Christian Century corres- 
pondent from Brazil recently re- 
ported that “According to the 
latest census, there are now 
1,074,857 Protestants in Brazil, 
539,298 men and 638,559 women. 
The prominent Roman Catholic 
layman Ataide notes in his latest 
book that Protestantism now con- 
stitutes a ‘strong minority’ in the 
country, and that it is represented 
by the ‘culturally elite, highly re- 
spected by all cultured Brazilians.’ 
He gives two reasons for the fact 
that Protestantism is growing 
daily: the indifference of Catholics 
to their religion and the in- 
creasing refusal of educated 
Brazilians to accept Catholic dog- 
ma as expounded by ‘unlearned 
priests.’ Ataide calls upon Brazil- 
ian Catholics to imitate their 
North American fellows by 
preaching ‘Catholic Action’ and 
becoming missionaries. That is the 
way to strengthen Catholicism, he 
says—not by combating Protes- 
tantism, a practice which he calls 
‘futile and unfair.’ Protestantism 
is winning Brazil in spite of its 
relatively small membership, At- 
aide declares, because it has great 
intellectuals and powerful orators 
in its ranks. ‘Protestantism,’ he 
says, ‘is filling the vacuum Cath- 
olicism has left in Brazil’.” 


Hemisphere Policies 


A bill is now before Congress 
that carries great potential dan- 
ger to this country in the guise 
of hemisphere defense although 
the favorable publicity for this 
legislation is all the public is hear- 
ing. The bill bears the innocent- 
sounding title, ‘Inter-American 
Military Co-operation” and pro- 
poses that: the U. S. “train and 
instruct” the armies, navies and 
air forces of the nations south of 
our border; “maintain, repair and 
rehabilitate the military and naval 
equipment” of those countries; 
supply them with sufficient mudern 
weapons, warships and planes— 
new as well as “war surplus.” 

Canada would also get in on 
this program, hence the U. S. 
would be military supplier and in- 
structor, the “Merchant of Death”, 
for the whole Western Hemis- 
phere. Actually large supplies of 
weapons, as well as _ military 
officers, have already been sent 
to South America as well us to 
Greece, Turkey and China, and 
some are already being used 
against rebellious groups of their 
own people. 

If the bill passes, the U. S. will 
become the exponent and encour- 
ager of militarism, will stimulate 
an “arms race” in South America 
by building up the war power of 
one country and then another. 
Thus the dictators of those coun- 
tries would be strengthened be- 
cause their people will not be able 


(continued in third column this page) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


willing to co-operate with any element that will join us in achiev- 
ing that aim. In most instances that has meant that our policy 
has been yoked with the reactionary forces—usually the remnants 
of the old aristocratic tyrannies which the common people hate 
as much as they hate and fear the on-coming Communists. The 
brutality and oppression of the encroaching Communist regimes 
are thus pitted against the revival of old aristocratic controls, 
modernized in new industrial forms, often rooted in Roman 
Catholic political intrigue, and now bolstered by American dollars. 


Bold military gestures On our part are now reinforcing this 
diplomacy,—gestures that, if Russia should duplicate in our 
hemisphere, would bring war immediately. With as much sup- 
pression of the news as possible we are actually training American 
military units in the Mediterranean. Battle fleets are carrying out 
practice maneuvers in that sea in relays. One unit goes in, gets 
its workout, is withdrawn and another quietly takes its place. 
The same ships are seldom returned to the area as long as others 
have not been trained there. We have opened a big army air base 
at Tripoli, Libya. We are preparing to maneuver impressive air 
armadoes from the base before the eyes of all Europe—and Russia. 
Is it possible that Russia will watch all this without a counter- 
move? It isn’t likely. 

The Soviet has manifest its aggressive plans chiefly through 
its ideological penetration to the workers and peasants of Europe. 
The Russian army and navy have made no important moves since 
the end of the war. In view of our bold military maneuvers, 
sending money, guns and men into many areas close to Russia,— 
it is quite likely that Russia will make a counter move with guns 
and men some place along the northern area of the Near East. 

We have almost entirely ignored the minds and hearts of 
men—-where communism is making its greatest inroads—while 
we are making most of our gestures with guns. The Marshall 
plan with its billions to restore an industrial economy, which 
remains in the hands of the enormously wealthy few, may retard 
the progress of social revolution for a time, but only for a time. 
American policy makers seem determined to miss our golden hour 
by refusing to support or promote a Christian spirited social 
revolution,—the only force that can defeat communism in Europe. 


HE PALESTINE QUESTION is not a problem of just Jews 
vs. Arabs as the average American assumes. In the first 
place, powerful Jewish factions are opposing the Zionist move- 
ment to establish a Jewish homeland in Palestine. They reject 
entirely the theory that the only hope of the Jew is in the 
establishment of a homeland in crowded Palestine. The non- 
Zionists believe that the Jewish destiny can best be achieved as the 
Jew becomes a valuable and honored citizen in the country where 
he resides. They believe that the true nature of Zionism is spiritual 
and not nationalistic—that Israel should be bound together by 
the ties of their great religion and thus be a light to the world 
wherever they are. 

But Zionists bitterly reject this interpretation of their destiny. 
They demand that the Jews must re-establish their national life, 
that they must have a country, a national capital and an army and 
navy,—and that this country must be Palestine and that the 
capital must be Jerusalem. Zionists have been increasingly accept- 
ing the philosophy of violence to achieve their aims. Many non- 
Jewish people who have been sympathetic with the Zionist aims 
have been shocked and their sympathy for Zionism greatly shaken 
by the violent methods of Jewish Palestinian groups who have 
bombed, ambushed and terrorized Arab communities . . . often 
in retaliation but with a savagery, desperation and efficiency that 
far outstrips the usual medieval half-barbaric Arab thrust. 

These violent Jewish factions, working with the devotion 
and fanaticism of the anti-Nazi underground of Europe, have 
recently been involved in attempts to ship large quantities of muni- 
tions from this country to Palestine. Working secretly in this 
country, they have raised large sums of money among American 
Jewish communities and have undertaken to arm the youth of 
Palestine for a military defense of the new Jewish national state. 

British shipments of munitions have also been made to the 
Arab nation during the past months as is widely known in diplo- 
matic circles. Why hasn’t the American press, which gave big 


headlines to the discovery of the Jewish shipment of munitions to 
(continued on next page) 


Medical Relen 


(continued) 


the AMA recommended a belated 
housecleaning and condemned the 
“marketing” of medical care as 
practiced by many physicians. 

The Veterans Administration in 
Washington also announced a 
crackdown on doctors suspected of 
“chiseling” in the care of ailing 
war veterans. The medical direc- 
tor for the VA told a news con- 
ference that he is preparing a list 
of suspected doctors to present to 
the American Medical Associa- 
tion, and an AMA _ spokesman 
stated that the doctors found 
guilty of over-charging the Gov- 
ernment for treating veterans, of 
prolonging treatment unnecessar- 
ily, of pushing patients through 
quickly without proper care and 
otherwise padding veterans’ medi- 
cal bills will be barred from prac- 
tice. 

In some communities sick peo- 
ple have died because doctors 
would not answer the call for help. 
A prominent physician has recent- 
ly said that ‘doctors have become 
among the highest paid merchants 
in the country,—re-selling widely 
advertised drug products that the 
patient—many of whom are in 
dire financial straits—-should be 
able to get for himself for one- 
third the cost. The manufactur- 
ing drug racket has at last se- 
duced the noble profession of heal- 
ing. Too many doctors have be- 
come business men who do not 
want to be disturbed by the tele- 
phone.” ~- 

AS we have stated above, there 
is also a high percentage of con- 
scientious skillful physicians of 
Christian character,—and they 
are the first to welcome these re- 
forms. 


Hemisphere Policies 
(continued) 


to talk back against modern 
weapons. The cost of maintain- 
ing bigger armies and navies in 
those countries would further hold 
back any raising of the low stand- 
ard of living among the impov- 
erished people. There will be 
inevitable jealousy among the dif- 
ferent Pan American countries 
over who gets the most from the 
Uw. &. 


The big brass in our Army, 
Navy and Air Force are back of 
this bill. It will mean more jobs 
and higher ranks for professional 
officers, for many of them will be 
needed for the “training and in- 
structing.” 

But such a program will greatly 
exceed anything Russia has yet 
done to destroy the peace. We 
bitterly denounce their military 
association with Yugoslavia and 
Rumania, but we—instead of set- 
ting an example that will ease 
suspicion and promote trust,— 
propose a hemisphere policy that 
would throw the great bulk of 
guilt for oppression upon the U.S. 





Race Rights 

Watch for announcements of 
the Supreme Court’s far-reaching 
decisions in Washington relative 
to the discrimination against 
Wegroes in housing. An issue to 
be tested will be the question of 
whether a Negro can buy and oc- 
cupy a house in an area restricted 
by property owners who have 
agreed not to sell to Negroes. In 
each of the three cases to come 
up, lower courts have prevented 
the Negroes from _ occupying 
property in Detroit, St. Louis, and 
Washington, but similar condi- 
tions exist in most other cities 
where such a Supreme Court re- 
versal would have repercussions. 
Other minority groups particu- 
larly interested are Jews and 
Crientals who are also affected by 
many restrictive covenants. 

Attorney General Tom Clark is 
intervening for the Negroes and 
the Justice Department holds that 
judicial enforcement of racial re- 
strictive covenants violates the 
Fifth and Fourteenth amendments 
and the Civil Rights Act and are 
contrary to the U. S. public policy. 
The brief states that a citizen can- 
not be denied the opportunity to 
buy a house which the owner is 
willing to sell to him. Since the 
Negro population is now 50 per 
cent urban by contrast with the 
1910 situation when it was only 
approximately 25 per cent urban, 
the problem is on the increase. 

SOUTHERN EDUCATION has 
been thrown into considerable con- 
fusion by the Supreme Court rul- 
ing directing the _ traditionally 
white University of Oklahoma to 
admit as a law student a Negro 
girl who had previously been turn- 
ed down because of her race. The 
ruling was unanimous and came 
with unaccustomed speed. The 
Negro in question is Ada Lois 
Sipuel Fisher, a graduate of 4 
Negro university and fully quali- 
fied scholastically but denied ad- 
mission to the University law 
school two years ago. 


NEGRO VOTE The southern 
politicans are still endeavoring to 
find a way to get around recent 
Supreme Court rules guarantee- 
ing the Negroes the right to vote. 
In Alabama the Boswell amend- 
ment requires voters to under- 
stand and explain the Constitu- 
tion to the satisfaction of local 
registrars — this may set the 
pattern for a last effort to keep 
the Negroes from voting in the 
South. Election judges or clerks 
can thus bar at will a Negro col- 
lege president if his definitions do 
not “satisfy” them. 

Herman Talmadge of Georgia 
recently admitted that the Federal 
Court’s invalidation of the South 
Carolina white primary left some 
such voter-qualification plan, simi- 
lar to Alabama’s, as the last 
chance. He stated further that 
he expects such laws to be en- 
acted in Georgia to bar most 
Negroes from voting and that he 
(continued in third column this page) 




















We have rapidly developed atomic power and greatly expanded our 
understanding of its destructive possibilities with only siight progress 
being made in how we can control its use. The foremost nuclear scien- 
tists, men like Einstein, Compton, Urey and others, have spoken of this 
situation with alarm. Millions of people are looking upon their homes 
and children with anxiety as they read of official surveys being made 
of the caves and caverns of America with a view toward developing 
facilities for an underground existence. The only hope for humanity's 
escape from this helpless isolation is in a great spiritual resurgence 
throughout the world. We must give righteousness, understanding and 
truth as much importance as we give new weapons, hate, pride, economic 
rivalries and our various brands of racial superiority. Man‘’s common 
kinship in God must become dominant if we are to escape, 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


Palestine, given any space to the news of British munitions going 
to the Arabs? Is it because the powerful American oil interests, 
endeavoring to hold the co-operation of the Arab states in matters 
of oil, in spite of the Washington endorsement of Zionism, have 
had a large hand in the British secret support of the Arabs? There 
are ample grounds for this assumption in view of the Congres- 
sional investigations that revealed how these giant American oil 
corporations, endeavoring to hold their Near East oil concessions 
during the war, paid vast sums to the Arab states through secret 
arrangements with departments of the British government (see 
Between The Lines Dec. 8, '47). In spite of whatever policy the 
White House or the London Labor Government might seek to 
maintain, there are always departments of both Governments that 

are under the control of these powerful commercial groups. 
Another unfamiliar factor in the Palestine situation is the 
presence of Christian communities in the Holy Land that are made 
up of both Arab Christians and Jewish Christians,—as well as 
other races—who are subject to persecution by both Arab Mos- 
lems and Jewish Zionists! These Palestine Christians and their 
rights are being ignored entirely in the war between the Jews and 
the Arabs. A recent report in the Christian Century by Robert 
Root gives considerable detail of this astonishing situation. The 
question is being raised among both Protestant and Catholic 
leaders in Europe and America as to what will become of the 
Christian shrines in Bethlehem, Jerusalem and elsewhere in the 
Holy Land, long revered by the millions of Christendom, which 
are to come under the complete control of the Jewish Nationalists. 
UN commission reports on Palestine have already mentioned 
{continued on next page) 


Race Rights 


(continued) 
believed it proper for registrars to 
bar Negroes while allowing illiter- 
ate whites to vote. Negro leaders 
are preparing a court challange of 
the Boswell amendment. 

It can be safely forecast that the 
Supreme Court will again under- 
write the Negroes’ right to vote 
on an equality with the whites. 
As painful as the thought 1s to 
many of us, we are rapidly being 
drawn to the day when we must 
decide whether we want to try to 
re-make America along the lines 
of Hitler’s race philosophy and 
abandon our democracy or go 
ahead with the “great experi- 
ment.” As we have reported many 
times before, where the racial 
question is handled by courageous 
Christian leadership on the part 
of both races, progress comes 
without all the pain and tragedy 
so many fear. But where that 
leadership shrinks back from the 
task in cowardly ecclesiasticism, 
as is happening right now in some 
of the country’s outstanding pul- 
pits, the problem is left to the 
politicians and radicals, and the 
worst elements on both sides too 
frequently come to the foreground. 





Communist Labels 


Some weeks ago in Glendale, 
California, a group of American 
Legionaires, who posed themselves 
ag “patriots” and included a local 
newspaper publisher, broke up a 
political discussion group held in 
a private home because they said 
the leader was ‘“communistic.” 
The intruders were arrested, tags 
and all, and sentenced to ‘$25. fine 
or 125 days in jail!” 


Our press and radio are always 
broadcasting FBI statements that 
warn against the Communists, but 
we seldom hear the FBI pro- 
nouncements that warn against 
false communistic accusations. J. 
Edgar Hoover recently issued 
“Ten ‘Don’ts’” about communism. 
Said Mr. Hoover, “We can suc- 
cessfully defeat the Communist 
attempt to capture the U. S. by 
fighting it with truth and justice, 
implemented with a few ‘don'ts’: 

“Don’t label anyone a Commun- 
ist unless you have the facts... 
Don’t confuse liberals and pro- 
gressives with Communists . 
Don’t take the law into your own 
hands. If Communists violate the 
law, report such facts to your law 
enforcement agency ... Don’t be 
a party to the violation of the 
civil rights of anyone. When this 
is done, you are playing directly 
into the hands of the Communists 

. Don’t let up on the fight 
against real Fascists, the KKK 
and other dangerous groups. .:.” 

(These are the FBI statements 
the popular news reports usually 
omit). The other “don’ts” which 
we frequently hear are: 

“Don’t be hoodwinked by Com- 
munist propaganda that says one 

(continued on next page) 








Communist Labels 
(continued) 

thing but means destruction of the 
American Way of Life. H&xpose 
it with the truti ... Don’t give 
aid and comfort to the Coinmunist 
by joining front orgsaniza- 
tions, contributing to their cam- 
paign chests or by championing 
their cause in any way, shape or 
form .. . Don’t let Communists 
infiltrate into our schools, church- 
es and moulders of publie opinion. 
the press, radio and screen... 
Don’t fail to make democracy 
work with equal opportunity and 
the fullest enjoyment of every 
American’s right to life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness.” 

BANDITS VS. COMMUNISTS. 
Newsmen returning from the 
Orient are warning that the re- 
cent murders of missionaries in 
China by “Communists” are often 
actually atrocities carried out by 
bandits who have no connection 
with the Communist movement 
in China. Roving bands of de- 
serters from both the Nationalist 
and the Communist armies who 
are living by pillage are being 
labeled Communist in the news 
dispatches irrespective of their 
real attachments. 

THE PULPIT IN POLAND. 
The former Polish Premier Miko- 
lajczyk, in appearing before spe- 
cial groups in America, is say- 
ing that only the pulpit in Poland 
is free to criticize the Communist- 
dominated government of Poland. 
“The Communists have learned 
that they cannot totally suppress 
the church ... it is the one organ- 


cause 


ization they have been forced to. 


respect.” 

THREATS FROM WITHIN The 
moral breakdown inside America 
may be a greater threat than 
foreign ideologies. J. Edgar 
Hoover recently said that tne 
elimination of religion in the home 
background was causing many 
children to grow into criminals. 
In a statement, he urged a “re- 
turn to God and to the practice of 
daily family prayer’ and blamed 
much of today’s crime on the fact 
that God “is not accepted in the 
home and concepts of morality 
have been relegated to the junk 
heap.” 


Labor-Managemen? 
BIG BUSINESS AND BIG LA- 
BOR are gradually getting out of 
the hands of the stifi-necked old 
timers and gradually passing into 
the control of the younger more 
socially minded better educated 


leaders of the future. Examples 
of this are Henry Ford J, 
leading automobile manufacturer, 
and Walter Reuther, head of the 
CIO auto workers. Ford recentiy 
surprised everyone by dropping in 
unannounced upon the CIO cuief 
at his Detroit office for an inform- 
al friendly chat. Mr. Reuther 
said later that he had planned to 
do the same with Ford but that 
the young industrialist “beat me 
to it.” This is the second time 
(continued in third column, this page) 


A-Hay and Foreeast Continued 


Zionists industrialization crowding ruthlessly on sacred Christian 
sites. 

the British surrender their mandate this coming May. Then 
Palestine goes under the supervision and protection of the United 
Nations. It will no doubt be one of the most dramatic months 
in the history of this ageless cradle of the world’s spiritual life. 

THE IRONY is that the larger portion of the Jews who 
have migrated to Palestine are actually non-religious. There are 
few religious establishments of any kind in the new Jewish com- 
munities, rarely even a synagogue. Great numbers of the Jewish 
youth in Palestine are Communists,—which explains somewhat 
Russia’s unique relation to Palestine. Russia, though a Communisi 
state, has a large Moslem population in some of the southern 
Soviet Republics. That means that Russia is the only great world 
power with close ties to both the Jewish Communists which 
largely dominate Jewish Palestine and to the Arab Moslems of 
Palestine. And Russia is very close by. How long will the U. S. 
and Britain be able to hold the upperhand on Palestine when 
Russia begins to play fully upon these factors? 


HE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ASPECTS of the coming 
presidential election give it as great or greater significance than 
any this country has ever had. This is because, first, labor unions 
are at their highest peak of numerical strength, and, second, labor 
leaders, having been forced down from the pedestal of political 
preference where the Roosevelt administration had placed them, 
have been compelled in self defense to draw the lines of labor's 
economic policies more sharply and clearly than ever before. This 
is going to force the political parties to do the same. Truman 
has already declared himself—with a platform designed to catch 
the support of labor. The Republicans are still trying to straddle 
——with the hope that the support of the unorganized workers and 
‘middle-class Americans’’ will be theirs. 

PERSONAL AMBITION AND JEALOUSIES among 
labor leaders have kept the big unions from forming a united 
front, but behind the scenes the AFL and the CIO are closing their 
ranks for the election fight. These unions are known to be at- 
tempting to raise a sum reported to be as high as 18 million dollars 
to be spent in electing the right people next fall. The union heads 
are also hoping to avoid strikes in securing the wage increases the 
workers are demanding now to offset increased living costs. Labor 
leaders don’t want to arouse the public animosity which was 
stirred by the excessive demands and violent and unreasonable 
tactics of some unions in the recent past. 

Organized labor hopes to convince the public that the aims 
and welfare of organized labor and the general public welfare are 
one. There is a good chance that this can be done. 

THE REPUBLICANS are planning to counter this man- 
euver in the electién campaigns by tying the increased cost of 
living with wage increases and thus blanket the issue of exor- 
bitant profits from the public view as a cause of the increased costs 
of living. But can the Republicans do this when the weightiest 
facts are on the other side . . . facts obtainable from conservative 
business sources? At the end of 1947, the N. Y. Times reported 
figures for the first nine months of ’47 to show that the combined 
net income of 247 firms (on which that paper bases its industrial 
indices) increased by 89 per cent over the same period in '46. The 
big steel companies’ net gains had increased 63 per cent; small 
steel companies, almost 100 per cent; oil companies, 60 per cent; 
automobile manufacturers, 965 per cent; equipment manufactur- 
ers, 204 per cent; electrical appliances, 73 per cent. 

Government figures compiled by the Department of Labeg 
also show that wages have only gone up 21 per cent since VJ 
day in ‘45. Even when these figures are manipulated by spokes- 
men for large business interests, showing that since VJ day prices 
have only gone up 24 per cent as a whole, the worker with his 
supposedly high wage scale is actually 3 per cent worse off than 
he was before VJ day. That 3 per cent is not insignificant when 
the margin of sustenance is already small. 

Whatever our personal view may be we can depend on it 
that the coming battle for the public vote will hinge as never be- 
fore upon the factor of economic justice . . . whether capitalism— 
unrestricted in the hands of the men of wealth as it has been the 
last several months—promises more for the public good than 
capitalism regulated through the will of the people by govern- 
ment decrees. 


Labor-Management 
(continued) 


young Ford has dropped in on a 
labor leader for a friendly talk. 
Last spring he surprised CIO 
chief Phillip Murray and sat with 
him in his office for over half an 
hour. Such “carryings on” would 
not be approved of by the oid line 
industrialists or the tough boys 
of the labor halls of the past. 


IMPROVED LABOR RELA- 
‘TIONS have been developed by an- 
other large manufacturing com- 
pany. Instead of fighting the 
unions through the Taft-Hartley 
law and trying to weaken the 
worker’s position, the Apex Elec- 
trical Manufacturing Co. called in 
their union heads and explained 
the problems the corporation faced 
relative to increased wages. The 
company convinced the workers’ 
representatives that they could 
not raise wages because produc- 
tion was too low and the quality 
of the product too often shoddy, 
demanding profit-eating replace- 
ments. Greater and higher qual- 
ity production was the only way 
the company could pay a larger 
share to the worker. The corpcra- 
tion heads put it squarely up to 
the union leaders. The idea 
clicked, reports the Apex inan- 
agement. The shop stewards put 
more pressure on the workers and 
have been more zealous in getting 
results than the company itself 
could ever dare attempt. ‘fhe 
company and the workers are both 
going to gain because they nave 
learned to work with the unions 
instead of against them. 

CONTRAST Provocative con- 
trast in labor attitudes was found 
in the South recently. In Georgia, 
a woman CIO organizer, mother 
of a veteran who is now a student 
at the University of Georgia, was 
forced from her bedroom in a 
Georgia industrial town, tossed 
half clad into an open truck and 
driven for miles over rough roads 
and finally thrown out with the 
warning “if you ever come back 
we'll shoot you.” A few days later 
the same woman organizer, pro- 
tected by a caravan of tough 
young CIO workers, renewed her 
activities in the town and the CIO 
stuod ready for whatever rough 
stuff anyone cared to start. But 
nothing happened. The tactics 
first used by the hot heads did 
net pay off. Instead it aroused 
sympathy for the union organiz- 
ers on the part of the workers. 

In Rock Hills, South Carolina, 
where about one out of every 
seven residents is a CIO textile 
worker, the local newspaper pub- 
lished an editoral welcoming a CIO 
official who came to the city. The 
editorial stated that the only way 
to prosperity was “by making 
things work. The union must 
produce effective labor and unin- 
terrupted production—if it is to 
serve its own interests and that 
of the worker. Management must 
understand the place of the union 
and the needs of the worker.” 





